Bonier from a Florentine Book of about 1490

THE DECADE OF PICTURE BOOKS

DURING the last decade of the fifteenth cen-
tury, for some reason not at all clear, there
was a sudden increase in the supply of, and
presumably in the demand for, small popular
illustrated books, in the Rhineland, Venice
and Florence, and Paris. In each of these
places this found expression in a different but
essentially characteristic way.

SEBASTIAN BRANT, a Professor of Laws at
Basle, with a taste for literature, became the
most popular German author of his day by
issuing his own versified writings, as well as
an edition of Terence, with numerous illus-
trations. His "Narrenschifi^" the SHIP OF
FOOLS, was published in 1494, and forthwith
became the best-known picture book of the
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